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SUMMARY

Thoughts on the Maruyama Okyo Legend
TSUTSUMI Kunihiko

The 1888 rakugo story “Kaidan Chibusa Enoki”, by the Meiji era rakugo artist Sanyutei Encho, is
prefaced by the tale of how the 18th century Kyoto artist Maruyama Okyo revived the custom of a
Kyoto restaurant whose popularity had waned by giving it a sinister painting of an ill woman.
Elsewhere, in the Taisho era tale titled “ Okyo's Ghost Picture”, it is told that the model for the figure
in his ghost picture was a Nagasaki courtesan who appeared by his pillow. Both these stories are early
modern works based on oral legends from the late Edo period reproduced in magazines such as Kazga
Soshi and Shonen Sekar.

Meanwhile, there are also a considerable number of legends about the ghost pictures donated by
parishioners to country temples since the Showa period, identifying them as being by Okyo These
“Okyo pictures” are particularly found in areas of northern Tohoku such as Yamagata, Aomori and
Akita. The stories of these paintings source frequently depicts some episode concerning the travelling
artist Okyo. Particularly noteworthy are legendary identifications of these as paintings of the ghost of
his wife, his mother or his lover that appears to him in a dream.

The present paper examines these legends, which art research has to date dismissed as
unfounded, and traces the relationship between them and Okyo-related legends and literary works
from the late Edo period to the modern period, clarifying the continuity between the paintings and the

literary creations.
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