SUMMARY -207-

A Critical Discussion of the Image of the Child Assumed in
the Period for Integrated Studies of junior high school

Focusing on the child’s appearance in inquiry learning

SUMITOMO Tsuyoshi

This paper provides a critical investigation of the study method and content of the Period for
Integrated Studies set forth in the 2017 revised the Course of Study for junior high schools, with a focus
on the question of the depiction of students implicit in the stated aim of inquiry learning.

The Course of Study requires that Period for Integrated Studies should aim to foster the
student’s ability to “discover questions relating to real social and life situations; establish topics to be
investigated; and gather, organize, analyze and present relevant information.” It further states that the
Period for Integrated Studies should “in inquiry learning” in the student in relation to a variety of
study activities.

This fails to take account of the fact that some students have difficulty in “discovering questions
relating to real social and life situations,” and “establishing topics to be investigated.” Furthermore, an
examination of real-life examples of Period for Integrated Studies reveals that in a number of cases the
school has provided a variety of help to students prior to their establishing topics to be investigated.
Examples of preliminary help incorporated into the Period for Integrated Studies include interactions
with people in the community and with other children, discussions with teachers, and provision of
material on understanding of topics.

My conclusion from this is that in designing the content and method of the Period for Integrated
Studies teachers need to undertake an investigation of the study and life experiences of the actual
students they teach. It is necessary to design the study activity of this Period for Integrated Studies
with a thorough understanding of the reality of the students in the classroom. Furthermore, once such
a study activity has been designed, it must be constantly capable of change in light of how students are
responding. These requirements are important to incorporate into the future implementation of the

Period for Integrated Studies.
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