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Changes and Exchanges in Sino-Japanese Modern Design
in the Time of the Republic of China
With a Focus on Chin Shifo

WU Yue

Chin Shifo (1896-1962) was an important figure in the story of modern Chinese art, who in 1919
entered the Design Department of the Tokyo School of Art (now Tokyo University of the Arts) . As
well as being the department’s first foreign student, he was also the first in China to specialize in the
study of Japan's craft design. After his return to China he became engaged in education, and was
the first to introduce the study of design and the practice of ink and wash painting to China. He also
set up in Shanghai the Shangmai Tuanguan (3£ Z6E) | said to be China’s first creative design
establishment. Not only was he active as an artist, but he also vigorously pursued the study of design.

The influence of Japan is considered to be of primary importance in China's modern art revolution.
Thanks to Japan's modern art education and the presence of Japanese instructors, together with the
activities of foreign art students, Japan's modern art became the earliest influence in China,
encouraging the revolution in China's traditional education system and school education by among
other things introducing western art, and it can thus can be said to have played a pivotal role. I believe
that by considering Chin Shifo's central role in the the story we can grasp the evolution of the
reception of Western art in the Chinese republic and find clear evidence of the mediating role of Japan

in the reception of China's modern design movement.
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