SUMMARY

Control and Application:

Music in the Acceptance of Microcomputers / Personal Computers around 1980

TANIGUCHI Fumikazu

This paper discusses how microcomputer / personal computer users approached music-
making from the late 1970s to the early 1980s in Japan. These technologies, which emerged as
computers for individuals, were mainly accepted by amateurs, known as “hobbyists.” Amateur
users did not have a clear purpose for their computers beforehand, and thus music-making
became one of the primary triggers for them to understand the technologies.

This paper analyzed two kinds of logic users constructed to understand the technologies:
the logic of control and the logic of application. The former was to look for “what and how to
control with computers” and the latter was to look for “what and how to apply computers to.”
Microcomputer users without a specific purpose found value in controlling something itself.
Music was treated as an object of control, but as a result, music was recognized as something
that could not be completely controlled. On the other hand, users of personal computers
with practical softwares and peripherals evaluated those devices in terms of how they would
achieve their purposes. In order to obtain the desired sound, users devised ways to use the
equipments. As the logic of application became dominant, the logic of control was relegated to
the corner.
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