SUMMARY

Reading a Tale of Feral Child as a Didactic Text: The Educational
Paradox from the Perspective of “Being-toward-Death”

MORI Nanae

This paper examines tales of feral children from pedagogical perspectives. They depict
children living with animals in the woods and lacking human education, illustrating modern
education’ logic: growth from animal to human consciousness requires education. The 20th-
century Indian girl known as the “wolf child” has a fascinating story showing the potential and
value of education in Japan after the war. However, is human education really good for the
girl, Kamala? This topic has been revisited in the context of critical pedagogy against modern
method in the last 30 years. This study seeks new implication from Kamala’s story for modern
education, especially her death. It examines the paradox that modern education, because it
needs much time to develop humanity, loses meaning when a child dies. It reconsiders this
paradox in Kamala's life story using Martin Heidegger's concept of “being-toward-death.” By
focusing on her self-recognition as a wolf or human, we can imagine her bereavement in each
world and her feelings on her deathbed with her family. The findings show that children,
who do not have a public view about human death, can experience this paradox of modern
education and death. This is a difficult and important theme for modern moral education with
critical thought against modern education.
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