SUMMARY

A Study on the Relationship between Role Language
and Characters:
Through the Analysis of the So-called ‘King’s Language’

SUMIDA Tetsuro

Since the publication of Satoshi Kinsui's “Virtual Japanese: Enigmas of Role Language” in
2003, the term “role language” has gained widespread recognition not only among linguists
specializing in Japanese languages but also among Japanese language teachers. However,
the fundamental question of “what is role language?” and the mechanisms determining a
character's composition, specifically, “what elements shape a character,” have yet to be
thoroughly explored.

In this study, drawing upon prior research discussions, we selected several instances of
the character “King” from Japanese manga and meticulously examined their so-called “King’s
Language.” Our objective was to shed light on one aspect of the character creation process in
Japanese and to address the essential question: “What is role language?”
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