SUMMARY

The Challenges of Dissolving Jodo Shinshu Temples in Spa region
The Narrative of Onsen-ji Temple in Nozawa Onsen Village, Nagano Prefecture,
and a Review of “The Record of the Onsen-ji Temple”

YAMAMOTO Tetsuiji

This paper examines the current state and societal challenges of the dissolution of traditional
Buddhist temples. Traditional Buddhist temples in Japan are on a declining trend, yet there is
limited research on the actual dissolution of these temples.

From the perspective of regional and life history research, this paper examines the societal
challenges of temple dissolution arising from cultural changes. The case study focuses on
the dissolved Jodo Shinshu Hongan-ji Ha Onsen-ji Temple in Nozawa Onsen Village, Nagano
Prefecture. Spa region with a long history have deep connections with Buddhist temples. This
paper first confirms the characteristics of the relationship between spa region and Buddhist
temples based on previous studies. Subsequently, it analyzes the current religious activities in
Nozawa Onsen Village and considers the role of onsen-ji temples in the region.

In addition, through interviews with the temple related persons, this paper features opinions
on people’s traditions and temple preservation. It explores the challenges faced by onsen-
ji temples. The protection of onsen-ji temples presents issues such as the absence of a chief
priest, a fragile protection organization, and changes in people's religious consciousness. On
the other hand, through dialogue with onsen-ji temple related persons, insights were gained
regarding creating temple records in the context of research on temple dissolution.
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