SUMMARY

Factories, Plants, and Modern Paintings (1):
Juxtaposition of Art with Life in Postwar Japan
SABAE Hideki

This research consists of two parts, the first part of which is this paper. It examines the
“tableaus of factories or plants” painted in Japan in the 1950s. The author examined the
characteristics of their expressions through analysis of oil paintings by Tatsuki Nanbata,
Noriyuki Ushijima, and Taro Okamoto, and essays about them by Ango Sakaguchi, Yusuke
Nakahara, and Saburo Aso.

This made it clear that the representation of the factory was accompanied by multiple
conditions of production, and that it was universal rather than a requirement unique to
postwar Japan. However, it is an undeniable fact that that in today’s post-industrial society, the
attractiveness of factories has been shunned by institutional and legal systems intended to
preserve the environment.

For this reason, the author thinks that it is meaningful to deliberately deviate from the
platform of art history and conduct a detailed investigation of “factory paintings” buried in its
history.
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