SUMMARY

How do Japanese and International Students
Perceive Learning Together? :

A Classroom Practice of Group Work Aimed at Intercultural Co-learning

NAKAOKA Juri

This study explores a classroom practice of group work that aimed at multicultural co-
learning between native and non-native speakers of Japanese in a university class, and it
analyzes the results of a survey using a text mining tool.

The surveys were conducted at the beginning and end of the semester. This study focuses
on the analysis of the responses to the question “What is your impression of Japanese and
international students studying together?” The results showed that the following three
notions were common for native Japanese speakers, namely, (1)language barriers, (2)a
shift from “teaching” to “communicating” and “conversing,” and (3) an attitude of not merely
recognizing the differences but also acknowledging them and showing mutual understanding
of the differences. In contrast, the results from the non-native speakers of Japanese showed
two points: (1) nervousness about interacting in Japanese and (2)impressions from their
experiences of engaging in group work with native Japanese speakers. Moreover, based on
the results of the analysis which employed coding rules, the following suggestions for future
practice were made: (1) setting group tasks that require native and non-native Japanese
speakers to work together, (2) providing opportunities to focus on similarities as well as
differences between both groups, and (3) providing support for the students in dealing with
barriers.

In conclusion, it is proposed that opportunities for collaboration between the native and non-
native Japanese speakers should not be limited to offering them multicultural co-curricular
courses and opportunities for cultural exchange events outside the classroom but should be
Incorporated into various general classes, as suggested in this paper.
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