SUMMARY

Okukura Gyosen and Kanda Area on the Basis of
Edo Natural History

HAGANO Fumiko

During the Edo period (1603-1868), natural history illustrations were developed to help
people better understand flora and fauna.

Throughout the Edo period, first-rate painters, scholars, and amateur painters were involved
in the production of natural history illustrations, and among them, Okukura Gyosen (?—1859/69),
a natural history painter active in the late Edo period. Despite being the owner of a grocery
store in Kanda, Edo, Okukura Gyosen dedicated his life to the creation of aquatic fauna
illustrations.

Gyosen’s prolific output can be attributed to his unwavering commitment to rigorous
research activities, as well as his close collaboration with and support of fellow painters and
scholars living in the Kanda region.

This paper delves into the relationship between Gyosen and people engaged in natural
history illustrations within the Kanda area. It explores the reality of Gyosen’'s production
activities, which played a pivotal role in supporting natural history studies during the late Edo
period. By examining the origins of the town of Kanda, characterized by its diverse population
of varying statuses and occupations living closely together, this study sheds light on the unique
environment that shaped Gyosen’s contributions to the field.
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