SUMMARY

Visual Education and Picture Books:
A Comparative Study on Works of Suekichi Akaba

CHIWenjun

This study focuses on examining how the ideals of visual education evolved along the
development of picture books. It also aims to elucidate the nature of visual education. This
type of education began with the picture book series ‘Sekainoehonn’. An analysis of examples
of those series and the early works of Akaba, who made as picture book illustrator his debut
in 1961, clarifies the visual characteristics of these works. This will reveal that typical printing
method, in which both colored and monochorome pages are alternated was employed in
Akaba’s works and other Sekainoehonn’s picture books. After that, Akaba contemplated more
deeply the visual composition of picture books and succeeded in refining visual representation
techniques.
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