SUMMARY

Kabuki Actors Performing Abroad for the First Time

ASANO Hisae

Kabuki, as a representative art form of Japanese culture, continues to be introduced and
performed overseas. The first such performance is considered to be held in August 1928 in the
Republic of the Soviet Union by Shochiku Company, but actually, it was not the first overseas
performance of Kabuki itself. Already in 1926, a troupe featuring the female actor Nakayama
Emiko came to the United States, followed by Ichikawa Utaji’'s troupe in January 1928 and
by the female actors Arashi Suzuhachi and Arashi Yachiyo in December 1928, where their
performances received great acclaim. The fact that “Kabuki”, now recognized as a national
art form, was not first performed overseas by the large Japanese entertainment company
Shochiku, but by the Koshibai (minor style Kabuki) troupe that specialized in Kabuki.
Therefore, the common perception of Shochiku that had become the first company to perform
Kabuki overseas is problematic for the history of modern theater. In this paper, I extracted
the actual situation of their performances at the time from articles in Japanese American
newspapers. In addition to confirming the vitality of Koshibai actors including female actors,
this paper also reveals the acceptance of Kabuki by the U.S. side at the time and the position of
Koshibal in the Japanese establishment.
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