SUMMARY

Potential for Collaboration in Remote Multilingual Spaces
—A case of Communication And Learning Experiences Based on the Africa-Seika
Students Exchange (CALEBASSE) Project—

FUJIEDA Ayako, NAKAO Sakiko, AMO Kae, YOO Soo kyung,
YOSHINO Toshiaki, OOSHIMO Daisuke, URUSHIMA Flores Andorea

Although young people in Africa are increasingly interested in Japanese society and culture,
many Japanese students, including those at our university,remain unfamiliar with the continent.
In a time when there is a need for a new generation of international education, especially in
situations where opportunities for exchange between young people from both regions, such as
in Africa, are extremely limited, it is crucial to find ways to cultivate curiosity about different
cultures and encourage mutual understanding.

Since the academic year 2021, the authors have been researching to promote interest and
understanding between Japanese and African students. The objective is to generate new
opportunities for education that involve both online and offline interactions between our
university students and students from three universities in West African countries (Burkina
Faso, Cameroun and Senegal). This paper highlights and examines the insights derived from
these experiences. An increasing number of students from various faculties on our campus
are becoming interested in Africa. Remote exchange opportunities are a great chance for
those interested in connecting with African students for the first time. Through the utilization
of various methods such as communication through pictures, translation apps, and the use of
multilingual environments (Japanese, French, English), Students have developed the ability
to communicate independently. This has led to deepening mutual understanding and interest
through the creation of multifaceted opportunities and methods for exchange, including two-
way gift exchanges and everyday interactions via social media. Moreover, faculty-led exchange
programs have the potential to evolve into student-led exchanges. This will assist in tackling
the ongoing issue of international and multicultural understanding in Japanese universities.
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