SUMMARY

Continuation and Development of Casa, a Student Commons in the
Faculties of the Humanities and International Cultural Studies:

Developing Interactions among Students across Departments and Grades

HORII Kayoko, ESAKAYukiko, TAMURAYuka, NAKAOKA Juri

“The Faculty of Humanities and the Faculty of International Cultural Studies Student
Commons Casa” (hereafter, Casa) was established in 2018. It aims to stimulate the faculties
and encourage Interactions among students and between students and teachers.

In 2022, Casa conducted the following major activities: continuation of the events called
“Gathering with Teachers,” publication of the information magazine Eiden E-Den as a new
project, and a goods project to stimulate and raise awareness of Casa among the students.
First, approximately one to three events were held each month in which teachers discussed
topics related to their fields and interacted with students. The students also participated in
organizing the “Gathering with Senior Students” events. For the magazine, students covered
recommended spots along the Eizan Railway to publish an information magazine. In relation to
the third activity, we created original items (e.g., plastic document folders and calendars) to
increase awareness of Casa among students. These activities increased interactions between
faculty members, mutual support among students, places in which students can stay and
belong to, and interaction and cooperation with local communities. Our future goals are to
continue and increase the variety of activities and increase the number of students involved in
Casa activities.

One of the functions of Casa is providing students with a place to stay. It is defined by
the concept of an active learning space. Thus, in the future, it should be also examined how
the spaces of Casa are used within this concept and verify its effects on students’ life in the
university. Furthermore, we must be proactive in providing and disseminating information on
Casa’s activities inside and outside the university.
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