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Abstract

This article is about UEMAE Chiyu (1920-2018) an artist based in Hyogo after World
War II. He was a member of “GUTAI” , which was active both domestically and



internationally, but he has not been widely known compared to GUTAI’ s leader
YOSHIHARA Jiro (1905-1972) and SHIRAGA Kazuo (1924-2008) who drew paintings
with his legs. Because GUTAI has been reevaluated overseas as a pioneer of
“Performance art” and “Happening”. when he belonged to the group, he consistently kept
drawing paintings. His time-consuming works stood in stark contrast to GUTALI. For this
reason, his works had been unremarkable and even in the current research on that group,
and few studies have focused on him.

His non-representative works were composed of many dots with oil paints, collage with
many match sticks, and "NUI" cloth works were sewn many times. The common feature
of these works produced through the act of accumulation, but there were no mention
from the part of his text about the purpose or coherent approach. In fact, he reflected in
his paintings what he saw in the factory where he worked.

Chapter 1 describes what young UEMAE learned from his experiences and how he
acquired knowledge of art based on diary and autobiography. Next, the author thinks
that his works from 1944 to 2012 are divided into seven styles in chronological order and

each stylistic character is explained.

Chapter 2 focuses on the 2nd period (1953-1957) and 3rd period (1957-1962), from
periods of the above seven styles. Oil paintings drawn with dots and lines made in 2nd
period painted over them many times to become paintings below almost invisible. The
3rd period works were collages with oil paint tubes, sawdust, match sticks. He was
interested in casting manufacturing process in the factory and described about “molds”
and “cores” used for casting. According to him, casting mold has complex spaces inside
that cannot be seen just by looking from the outside. He operated cranes near the ceiling,
observed the inside of the mold, and applied its internal construction to his own works.
Each collage works conscious of showing the inside, therefore, the purpose of UEMAE's
layering of paints and materials was to create internal forms.

Chapter 3 deals with 4th period (1962-1974), oil paintings called “TEN” or “SEN” and
objects. “SEN” were drawn by leaving a gap between the paints so that the colors
underneath can be seen. Objects were continuous works with paintings. In both cases,
he was conscious of underlying layers and internal structure.

Chapter 4 focused on 5th period, “NUI” sewn with thread and “NUI3D” sewn objects.
Although the materials were different from his previous oil paintings and collage works,
so these were sometimes mistakenly identified as “Fiber Art”, but he continued to create
“NUI” series as the same “Pure art”. According to UEMAE, the characteristic of "NUI"
glimpsed the color underlying cloth through small gaps between stitches. That is



continuous with "SEN" made in the 3rd period. From 1986 onwards, "NUI" had complex
processing on the back side. In fact, those complex process were influenced by the factory.
And he said to have focused on the "flow" and complex "forms" that make up the entire
factory site. He said “NUI3D” were inspired by the steel industry, and that its shape was
"mimics the process of creating internal construction of mold with a core in the factory".
In this way, "NUI" have in common is that they attempted to form the surface and the
lower layer or the inside - the "internal construction". this study shows that UEMAE
approached his work with a consistent interest in how the artworks were constructed,

even if the materials and forms of the works changed.
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