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Glant salamander in natural history illustrations
of the late Edo period:

Comparison of “Suizokushijo” and ‘Gyofu”

HAGANO Fumiko

The natural history illustrations, which aim to accurately depict and record living things,
developed in Japan from the middle to the late Edo period (around 1750-1860) .

The main theme of Edo's natural history illustrations was the flora and fauna. There is a wide
range of drawing objects such as flowers, birds, mammals, insects, fish, amphibians and reptiles. The
authors of natural history illustrations go outside to keep a record of living animals from all over Japan.

In this way, as the animals that inhabit Japan continue to be recorded one after another, the
world's largest amphibian that has inhabited Japan since ancient times, the giant salamander, has been
particularly characteristic.

The giant salamander has been witnessed as an object of study described in many documents
from the Asuka period to the Edo period.

This paper, focusing on Okukura Gyosen's (? -1859/1869) ‘Suizokushijo” and Ono Ranzan's (1729-
1810) 'Gyofii"depicting the giant salamander captured in the Shakuwii River on June 12, 1801, it will be
clarified how the same giant salamander is described and drawn.

Then, I would like to consider what they thought of the giant salamander and what kind of

intention they made to the natural history illustrations.
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