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“Fisherman” Seen in Relation to Wood Engraving

Koguchi's Sculptural Shading Technique and
the Blade Cuts of “Fisherman”

CHO Ryota

“Fisherman” (Gyofu) made by Yamamoto Kanae in 1904, was known as the starting point for
woodblock print to be both self-drawn and self-carved in the history of modern woodblock art in Japan.
The Ukiyo-e was created by a division of labor by craftsmen of traditional prints. They were divided
into a painter, a carver and a printer, and undertook processes that they were good at. Yamamoto
Kanae, on the other hand, approach his creative process by reducing this division down to a signal
person. Yamamoto called this process, which he complete the drawing and carving of the print as
“creative prints’ (Sosaku Hanga). Yamamoto was working on making prints, which were printing
techniques, into art.

Befor his career as professional artist, Yamamoto Kanae, had previously acquired a variety of
techniques as a craftsman working in the Wood Engraving workshop. Wood Engraving techniques was
originated from Western woodblock techniques and latter introduce to Japan by Goda Kiyoshi after his
study in France. In 1888 Goda established his workshop Seikokan, that employs the latest printing
techniques from the west. The Western sculptural techniques of hatching and cross-hatching imported
by Goda Kiyoshi were passed on to the craftsmen of Wood Engraving, where they were renamed as
kasumi and kizami. The landscape pictures and portrait of the Seikokan show a white gradient
expression using cross-hatching.

The present article examines these Wood Engraving techniques of kasumi and kizami as they are
applied in the structural surface of “Fisherman.” This work, which gave birth to the modern creative
woodblock art, makes use of a sculpting tool called a komasuki used in both the Woodblock technique
and in Ukiyoe woodblock making. It could also be said to have rendered invalid the Wood Engraving
technique used for reproductive printing by Goda Kiyoshi. Nevertheless, it can be claimed that despite
changes in tools and woodblocks, we can find the sculptural gestures of the Wood Engraving learned
by Yamamoto Kanae still evident in “Fisherman”. By comparing Goda Kiyoshi's “Day’s End” (Jchinichi
no Owari) and Yamamoto Kanae's “Fisherman,”~ This paper aims to seek out a new aspect of the

work “Fisherman” by presenting evidence in the depiction of sky in the artwork that employs the
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kizami sculptural technique. Through this investigation, this paper will clarify the connection between

the “Fisherman” and Wood Engraving.
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