SUMMARY

The Meaning of the Linguistic Activity of ‘“Narrating Oneself”’:

A Consideration from Theory and Practice of Utterances

TAKAHASHI Shin’ichi

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the meaning of the linguistic activity of “narrating
oneself in the four cross-disciplinary contexts of education, linguistics, poetics, and literature.
Narrating oneself is the main activity theme in the class “Utterance Practice (Kotoba-Ensyu)”
in which I have acted as a coordinator for the program and operation for six years from 2015
to 2020.

In Chapter 1, in order to clarify the position and meaning of the linguistic activity of “narrating
oneself” at educational activities in a specific place such as a university, as a preparatory work
for, we will consider the relationship between “activities in various areas of human beings and
“exercises of language in those activities” with the help of Mikhail Bakhtin's linguistic theory.

In Chapter 2, based on the theoretical consideration in Chapter 1, we will discuss the position
of the linguistic activity of “narrating oneself” at educational activities in a specific place such as
a university.

Chapter 3 considers the basic characteristics of the linguistic act of narrating, which
corresponds to the framework of the linguistic activity of “narrating oneself.”

In conclusion, there are two points.

1. The importance and necessity of the linguistic activity of ‘narrating oneself has been
confirmed at the level of class practice and in the context of actual academic educational
activities. Nevertheless, it is difficult to position the linguistic activity of “narrating oneself” in
the current academic repertoire of “language genres’ in university education.

2. By considering the characteristics of the linguistic act of “narrating”, it was found that the
act of ‘narrating” is deeply linked to the “value”of the subject of the word. From this point of
view, the “self”, that is, the object of the narrative act by the “narrating” subject is the “self’
of the past, and the “narrating” subject finds the value (meaning) as “one unit’in the “self” that
has the past. The place of “narrating” one valuable unit to one another is also a place to form
“one unit”, that is, a “community” of human beings who share a certain common thing. In that
sense, the “Utterance Practice (Kotoba-Ensyu) has been a class that also had the aspect of
practicing the formation of a community in the academic activity area of the university.
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