SUMMARY

The Anti-narrativity of Tomiyama Taeko’s Work:
On six oil paintings in the Kyoto Seika University collection

HAGIWARA Hiroko

Harbin Station: Requiem for the 20" Century (1995) is a series of oil paintings, serigraphs,
and installations produced by Tomiyama Taeko (1921-). Six oil paintings in the Kyoto Seika
University collection form one of the sub-series among over 30 pieces. This essay aims to
explore the anti-narrativity of Tomiyama’s work, which has often been described as narrative
without any serious examination. Narrativity and anti-narrativity, which originated in literary
studies, are discussed in the first section with respect to the visual arts through references to
Western art historians’ studies of narrative art.

Referring to the previous section, the second section examines the visual components,
temporality, and spatiality of six pieces in the University collection, to show the lack of
a consistent linear narrative, or rather, the insightful anti-narrative expressions carefully
deployed by the artist. Worthy examples of anti-narrative experiments in the visual arts are
the Modernist avant-garde movements in the 1920s, such as Dada and German Expressionism,
to which Tomiyama has paid great attention for decades. Anti-narrativity problematizes
the habitual process of interpretation the viewer conventionally follows. I argue that the
anti-narrativity of Tomiyama’s six pieces resists the current dominant narrative of Japan's
colonization of other Asian countries.

The third section focuses on Tomiyama’s slide work, Harbin: Requiem for the 20" Century (1995),
produced by breaking up and reorganizing the original series. The section offers various
perspectives concerning the anti-narrativity of the slide work and indicates possible avenues for
further discussion of the artist’s slide work creation as an innovative representation medium.
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