SUMMARY

Reading Comprehension Support and Analysis of Learners'
Confusion through ‘“‘Active Draw-Writing”’

—Notes on a Study Conducted in Cooperation with Japanese Students —

KOSHIBA Yuko
SAKO Erika

The purpose of this study is to present new approaches to helping students improve their
Japanese language skills, particularly those who have difficulties in reading and writing
Japanese, two of the four basic skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking). As our
university has a Faculty of Manga, many students are skilled at “drawing.” Taking advantage
of this characteristic, the authors have devised a method of active learning and writing
using drawing techniques. It has been shown that “active draw-writing” deepens learners'
comprehension (Koshiba and Sako, 2020). In this paper, we will further clarify that the factor
of learners’ confusion in reading comprehension is caused by a lack of understanding of content
and Japanese culture, and describe our efforts to support reading comprehension. In this way,
we will clarify the possibilities and challenges of using “active draw-writing” to improve reading
comprehension.

Keywords.
“Active draw-writing,” Japanese language education, reading comprehension support,
illustration, language understanding, language expression, drawing, learners confusion
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