SUMMARY

Integrating Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Future
Geography Education

—On the Content of Geography Curricula in High Schools—

SUMITOMO Tsuyoshi

This paper examines how the “Sustainable Development Goals” (SDGs) can be introduced
and integrated as an important topic of learning in geography education in the future.

In particular, this paper examines how issues related to the SDGs are incorporated into the
learning objectives and content of the 2018 high school curriculum guidelines in the newly
established compulsory course Chiri sogé (Geography) which will be offered in high school
geography courses after 2022. In addition to focusing on the subject of “Geography,” we also
examined the relationship between the newly established compulsory subject of Kéokyo (Public)
in high school civics classes and the contents of the study on “realization of a sustainable
society” in junior high school social studies (geography and civics). We also asked, what kind
of specific learning activities related to the SDGs can be implemented. In order to examine
this question, we referred to the case studies of high schools in Chiba Prefecture that are
experimenting with the management of geography classes.

As a result, we found that there is an overlap between the high school “Geography” and
“Public” classes in terms of learning issues related to “building a sustainable society” and the
SDGs. In light of this, I conclude that the meaning of the division of high school social studies
into geography and civics since the 1990s emerges as an issue that needs to be reexamined
today. I have addressed this question in the conclusion of this paper.
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