SUMMARY

A study of UEMAE Chiyu :
His Life and 7 Artwork Styles

MURATA Nozomi

Chiyu Uemae (1920-2018) is an artist who had been active since the postwar period in
Japan. While working as a crane operator at the factory, he continued to produce steady
artworks such as oil paintings that represented dots and piled up line drawings, and works that
accumulated sewn cloth with thread stacked surface layers.

He was also a member of the “Gutai” group, which was a renowned pioneer action
and performance group. In recent years, Uemae's substantial work has been increasingly
introduced as a surprising aspect of the “Gutai” group.

However, as an individual, he rarely focuses on his artistic activities.

The purpose of this paper is to confirm the stylistic changes of his works from 1944 to 2012.
As a result of confirming the changes, the work could be divided into seven styles. From his
diary and autobiography, I try to relate his life to the developing variations in his work.
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