SUMMARY

Aquatic fauna in natural history illustrations of
the late Edo period:

Okukura Gyosen's drawing method and natural history illustrators

HAGANO Fumiko

The natural history illustrations were widely used in Japan during the Edo period as a
method of recording flora and fauna on paper. In the late Edo period, amateur painters and
natural history enthusiasts began to draw natural history illustrations.

One of the means in creating their natural history illustrations was to draw copies of the
original illustrations of their ancestors. This method was widely used in the late Edo period,
but there were some active painters who went outdoors for sketching and conducted on-the-
ground research.

Among them, the naturalist painter who went to observe and sketch with his own feet and
left many live-action pictorial books is Okukura Gyosen (?-1859/69) who lived in Kanda, Tokyo.
Although Gyosen was an amateur painter who had not received specialized education in
natural history and painting, he worked hard on the sketches of the aquatic fauna, went to the
fish market every day, and made natural history illustrations such as "Suizokushijo" at his own
expense.

In this paper, I would like to clarify what Okukura Gyosen focused on related to the aquatic
fauna and painting materials he used to illustrate it, his production environment, and the people
involved.
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