SUMMARY

A Reading the Old Joruri Play, Atago no Honchi
[The Origin of Atago]

KURUSHIMA Hajime

This article is based on a study of the original text of Atago no honchi [ The Origin of Atago]
an old joruri (dramatic narrative drama) published in the early modern period. It is based on
the fifth edition of the Kojoruri shohon shusei, revised by Yokoyama Shigeru. The first three of
the six sections are included.

According to the early joruri play Atago no honchi [ The Origin of Atago]a Baekje general
named Nichira, who came to Japan from Korea to serve as a tutor for Prince Shotoku. After
demonstrating his divine powers and battling with Tengu and the Baekje army, he entered Mt.
Atago, and was enshrined as the tutelary god. This rather far-fetched tale reflects the belief
prevalent in the early modern period that the Atago gongen or tutelary god was the incarnation
of Nichira. There is also a reference to the belief in fire prevention called “hibuse’, a ceremony
performed by Yamabushi (mountain priests) that continues to this day.

According to the Nihon shoki (Chronicles of Japan), Nichira was an official of the Baekje
Kingdom who came to Japan in the 6th century at the invitation of Emperor Bidatsu, but was
assassinated by the Baekje officials who accompanied him. However, from an early stage, he
was mentioned in the biography of Prince Shotoku from and came to be understood as a high
priest of Baekje and a teacher of Prince Shotoku.

This work is based on elements from the Nihon shoki and legends about the origin of Mt.
Atago, and provides an interesting example of the reception and transmission of narratives
from the medieval to the early modern period. The contents of the book shed light on the
practices of Atago worship in the early modern period as well as the reception of medieval
narratives. A close reading of this text reveals the dynamics of the transmission of this rich
tradition of narratives from the medieval to the early modern period.

The contents of the annotations are the outcome of a study group organized by the author at
Kyoto Seika University as part of his research project for a Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science
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