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The Ostracon Collection of Ishiguro Munemaro

NAKAMURA Yuta

Ishiguro Munemaro (1893-1969) built the Yase Kiln in Yase, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto in 1936, and
continued to make pottery there through his later years. The Yase Pottery Kiln Research
Group, launched at Kyoto Seika University with support from the university in 2018, conducted
a survey of pottery shards excavated near the climbing Kkiln in Yase and held the exhibition,
Ishiguro Munemaro and his Yase Toyo Kiln: New Discoveries after Fifty Years in the same year.

After he was designated an Important Intangible Cultural Property Holder for his iron-
glazed ceramics in 1955, Ishiguro has been viewed as an individual, modern ceramic artist who
used early Chinese and Korean ceramic techniques. However, this study of pottery shards
discarded by Ishiguro himself reveals a new aspect of his pottery making which shows that he
struggled to make new innovations through his experiments in Yase.

In this paper, I attempt to clarify the actual state of Ishiguro’s practice as a ceramic artist
by looking at a combination of things including his techniques, similar examples of his own and
other ceramic works, documents and scenes from his life in Yase. This paper is related to the
exhibition, Tsubo no naka wa nandarona? /What's in the Vase, held at the National Museum
of Modern Art, Kyoto from Dec. 24, 2020 to March 7, 2021. The exhibition aims to create a
collaborative art appreciation program through the cooperation of the artist, visually impaired
visitors and curators; by allowing viewers to touch Ishiguro’s pottery shards inside the vases,
they have an opportunity to experience a new and innovative encounter with works by the
artist in the museum’s collection. With this in mind, I have included my notes “On the Sense
of Touch,” an essay in response to the experience of touching the twenty-six shards unearthed
from the Yase Kiln.
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