SUMMARY

Tracing the History of the Ichikawa Ichizo Theater Troupe
until 1975 (Part 2):

Characteristics of Kabuki Titles Performed by Minor Style Kabuki Troupes

ASANO Hisae

This article constitutes the second part of “Tracing the History of the Ichikawa Ichizo
Theater Troupe” which appeared in the previous issue of this Bulletin (no. 54, 2020). In that
paper, I clearly showed that because members of the troupe were highly skilled and mainly
came from families of actors, the Ichizo Theater Troupe was able to remain active until 1975,
that is, until well after the end of the Pacific War when it was said that “koshibai (minor style
Kabuki troupes) had disappeared.”

This paper analyzes plays staged by the Ichizo Theater Troupe and other minor style
Kabuki troupes. Some of the plays made popular by major style Kabuki troupes in the
Edo period were seen less frequently after the 1890s as Kabuki became more modern. But
these were often performed by minor style Kabuki troupes. Analysis of these plays reveals
characteristics associated with early modern Kabuki of the Edo period such as “joking”
“obscenity,” worldliness” “explanatory” and “grotesqueness” or a view of “art” that Kishida
Rytsei called “artistically high-grade hikin b7 (simple beauty).”

Finally, I have shown that koshiba: or minor style Kabuki troupes not only inherited
the characteristics of early modern Kabuki, or Edo-period Kabuki, which was said to have
disappeared with modernization, but continued to be active until the 1970s.
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