SUMMARY

Current and Future Studies of Hideo Kobayashi:

“Discourse, Thought, Expression, War and Mourning”

YAMAMOTO Hayato

This paper summarizes recent studies and critical evaluations of Kobayashi Hideo (1902-
1983), and presents new challenges and prospects for future research on this important literary
critic.

In 2001-2002, Shinchosha published a 16-volume edition of The Complete Works of Hideo
Kobayashi to commemorate the centennial of Kobayashi's birth. Since then, additional popular
versions of The Complete Works have been published (2002-2005), and new critical studies and
evaluations of Kobayashi have flourished, sparking renewed debate about his work. In this
context, there is a growing momentum to reconsider and update the image of Kobayashi as
a writer who has been privileged as the “founder of modern criticism” and to reexamine the
potential of critical discourse on his work.

This paper outlines the specific achievements of these efforts based on the four keywords,
“discourse,” “thought,” “expression,” and “war.” Finally, I will focus on the formation of the theme
of “mourning” in Kobayashi's work, and present a new critical perspective that examines its
connection to the poetic language that underpins Kobayashi's critical writings.
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