SUMMARY

The Role and Development of Casa,
a Student Commons in the Faculty of Humanities

ESAKAYukiko

YOSHINAGATakanori
TAMURAYuka

In 2018, students and teachers in the Faculty of Humanities created the student commons
Casa to promote and activate the Faculty. We have continued a practical study of Casa since
then. In 2018, we used the basement space of Seifu-kan, and in 2019, we used room-R101
(Student Commons) and room-R119 (Humanities Library) in Ryukei-kan to conduct monthly
and semi-annual events.

In 2020, we reviewed and assessed our activities, confirming that our initial objectives were
to create a place where diverse students could come together, and thereby to foster greater
understanding among diverse cultures in anticipation of the School of International Cultural
Studies that was launched in 2021. Unfortunately our activities were greatly curtailed by the
unexpected onset of the coronavirus crisis.

Interviews with students revealed that they felt isolated because they were unable to use
the university campus or see their friends; they also felt anxious about carrying out their
studies. In order to alleviate students’ anxieties and dissatisfactions, we conducted the
following activities.

First, we set up “Seika Humanities Casa,” a LINE chat room where students could freely
express their concerns. Second, we filmed interviews with faculty members and posted them
on Casa’s Facebook and Twitter pages.

Concerning the online chat room, although there were not many postings, more than thirty
people registered and exchanged opinions on writing reports and other matters. Concerning
the interviews, we filmed and released two-minute videos of each teacher to help first-year
students who felt anxious about studying at university and could not meet their teachers in
person in “remote” classes. Some videos were viewed more than a hundred times. In addition
to feeling isolated and frustrated about not being able to commute to school, the other most
common problem was the problem of eating. Some students said they were not used to living
alone and could not cook, so we held simple cooking classes on Zoom.

After face-to-face classes resumed in the second semester, we held a welcome event for first-
year students to help them make friends and get to know the university.

Even under the corona situation, the connection between the faculty members was
maintained, through events and projects. They were carefully held from the perspective of
preventing coronavirus infection.

In the future, we plan to focus on the following: obtaining external funding, fostering student
staff who can provide mutual aid, and publicizing the faculty by students.
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