SUMMARY

A Preliminary Study on a Media Theory of Waste

AKIYOSHI Yasuharu

Taking the issue of e-waste as a starting point, this paper attempts a preliminary look at
critically reconsidering music history. The situation surrounding contemporary music culture
has changed dramatically due to digitalization and appears to be enjoying unprecedented
richness in terms of cultural diversity. At the same time, however, the rapid increase in
electrical and electronic waste, known as e-waste, is having a tremendous impact on the
ecological environment. While the majority of them may not be directly derived from music,
its industry plays a part. Despite this, such a problem has rarely been addressed in existing
studies of music and media. Based on this awareness of the problem, this paper will discuss (1)
the current problem of e-waste, (2) the historical background that led to the increase of e-waste,
and (3) a theoretical proposals for considering waste as a medium.
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