SUMMARY

Tatsukichi FUJII as Pioneer of “Upcycle”:
His Home Crafts and Pattern Designs

CHENG Shiyu

Tatsukichi Fujii (1881~1964) was a craftsman and graphic designer who had been writing
articles about handmade craft for the readers of the magazine Shufu no Tomo (Housewife’s
Friend) during 1920s. Mainly, he introduced methods of adding pattern to decorate and renew
used things, for examples, engraving pattern on wooden candy box, or applying embroidery
to cotton bag for tofu to remake it into handbag. However, these things were opposed to the
philosophy of Japanese traditional arts and crafts of which the value depends on the precious
materials and supreme technique. In previous study, Fujii was studied under the topic of
the Japanese Modern Craft Movement that marked the departure from the stereotype of
traditional craft, especially the apprenticeship and elitism. Therefore, Fujii has been actively
working in a wide range of fields, including arts and crafts, and pattern design. This aspect has
not been taken into deeper consideration.

This study investigated Fujii's words and pattern designs from the theoretical and practical
points of view.The result shows that he believed the crafts is a tool for self-expression and
everyone's creation should be respected. Especially, he encouraged readers to come out
with new design and try to awake their aesthetic consciousness, which would contribute to
popularizing crafts and arts further. Besides, from the result of the analysis of pattern design,
a new perspective to relate crafts with practical possibility of upcycle will be provided. This
study reveals that Fujii had the foresight to indicate an upcoming measure of upcycle in Japan.
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