SUMMARY

Current Status of Myanmar Community in Japan:
A case study of “Gen Z” after 2021 Coup

Nang Mya Kay Khaing

Since the Myanmar military coup d'état on February 1, 2021, Myanmar youth in Japan
have been featured more often on Japanese TV programs and have become more visible on
the streets. The 88 Generation, who fled abroad after the 1988 coup, were restricted in their
activities by the necessity to maintain both their livelihood and democratization movement.
In comparison, those who can be categorized as “Gen Z”, and had been overseas for 10 years
before the 2021 coup, have a stable foundation for living abroad in foreign countries such as
Japan and openly, and vociferously, criticize the military in the Japanese language.

Mainly focused on Gen Z, this article made statistical analysis a general overview of the
Myanmar community in Japan utilizing statistics during the period of 2011 to 2021 which were
provided by the Immigration Services Agency of Japan. Of particular note, in June 2016, during
the Suu Kyi administration, the population of people from Myanmar in Japan peaked to a 31%
Increase in contrast with the precious year, 2015. Approximately one out of two residents live
in the Kanto region, and the majority are “female in their 20s and 30s.”

Subsequently, data collection was made through a questionnaire, interviews, street fund-
raising activities, and other more participation observations. The analysis was focused
on the “Gen Z" community in Japan after the 2021 coup, because “the motivation of
the democratization movement” centered on the “Gen Z”, and it can be said that “the
democratization movement” itself is making a leap forward in the formation of the current
Myanmar community in Japan.
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