SUMMARY

The Changing Fortunes of female Kabuki Actors
who were Active until the Showa Period

ASANO Hisae

This paper examined the changing situations of female kabuki actors from the Meiji period to
the Showa period. Through the research of the members of the Koshiba: (minor style kabuki)
Ichikawa Ichizo Theater Company which staged performances exclusively until 1975, and the
history of the company’s activities and its unique theater productions, it was found that there
were many active Onna Yakusha (female kabuki actors). Previous research showed that some
female kabuki actors such as Ichikawa Kumehachi and Nakamura Kasen were active from the
Meiji to Taisho periods, and Onna kabuki had become popular, as female actors were required
for the modernization of theater. However, by the end of the Taisho period, it was said that
Onna kabuki had disappeared and there were no more Onna Yakusha. Afterwards, women
were excluded from kabuki in order for Okabuki (major style kabuki) to become a “traditional
classical performing art” amid modernization . In actuality, many of them continued to be
active in minor style kabuki companies called Koshibai, even in the Showa period, until around
1975. Actually, they continued to work as instructors of amateur kabuki in various places after
retirement, and played a major role in the survival of folk performing arts.
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