SUMMARY

A Study of Naobumi Seimiya (2)
His Expression in Woodblock Prints up to 1965

SUGIMOTO Nanae

This paper 1s a continued examination of the subject of a previous paper published in the
2021 Journal of Seika University, Issue No. 55, under Research Notes. The study was entitled,
“A Study of Naobumi Seimiya: The Characteristic of his Woodblock Prints.” Naobumi Seimiya
(1917-1991) was a woodblock print artist active during Japan's postwar era in Tokyo. The
previous paper focused on a technique often seen in Seimiya’s woodblock prints known as
kasure (scratch effect, or dry-brush effect). The question that newly arose after examining
the characteristics of his prints by era was about the intentionality of the use of the technique
in Seimiya’s art.

The previous research also pointed out how kasure was often seen and therefore recognized
as a particular characteristic of Seimiya’s prints, yet no subsequent studies examined his
intent in further detail. This paper is limited to an examination of the artist’'s works up to the
year 1965 when the above-mentioned characteristic most notably began to appear. To better
demonstrate the intent behind the printing method, the events in Seimiya’s life at the time he
created his prints are traced with reference also to his own words. The woodblock prints of
Japanese artists in the mainstream during the same period are also compared to clarify the
distinctive character of Seimiya's works.
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