SUMMARY

Design for Survival :
Shelter and Clothing Manufactured by Shoichi Yokoi

SABAE Hideki

This article examines the “things” manufactured by former Japanese soldier Shoichi Yokoi (1915
97), who returned 28 years after the end of World War II. Of Japanese holdouts, Yokoi was the only
survivor who returned to Japan with their own products. They had been just regarded as evidence of
his “dexterity” or “indominable spirit”, but this paper tries to consider them from a technical and
cultural point of view by regarding them as an excellent result of design.

In the extreme state of life in the jungle on Guam Island, Yokoi's unique ‘knowledge” has
produced these tools, and they are thought to have made his survival possible. In order to clarify this,
this paper focuses on his own shelter (Yokoi Cave) and clothes. Surprisingly, the former had a “sewage
pipe” and the latter had a “collar”. We explore the source of the “details”, which were not entirely
necessary, in his personal experience and the historical background before the World War II. As a
result, this paper highlights one aspect of Japan's “national memory” that Yokoi's “things”should

contain.
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