SUMMARY

Study of the Concept of “ N\ X 5:
Focusing on the Appearance of the Word “ \ X 4% in Japanese Dictionaries

TAKAHASHI Shin’ichi

The purpose of this paper is to investigate and examine the appearance of the word “ A3
%" in Japanese dictionaries from the Meiji period to the present lexicographically in order to
explore the concept of “A %", which is assumed to be linked to the concept of “liberty”.

In Chapter 1, while surveying the present state of the appearance of the word “ A% in
currently circulating Japanese dictionaries, I confirmed the current situation in which there
is no headword nor subheadword for “AS %" in Japanese dictionaries, and highlighted the
situation in which the word “A%" is easily equated with the term “ASCEM#". 1 also
pointed out that behind this situation lies a tendency to catch the word “AS %" as a relative
concept or a genus, rather than an absolute concept.

In Chapter 2, as a result of examining 41 Japanese dictionaries from the Meiji period to the
present, it was confirmed that no entry for the word “ A5 exists. After that, I continued
my research focusing on the word “A", which is the base of the word “ A%, and found
that the word “A " is not only deeply related to philosophical terms such as “AXF " and “A
HEFFE", but also the Chinese word “A\j&".

What I can conclude from this investigation is that in the process of philosophical
examination and translation of a series of concepts derived from the Latin word humanus (in
English, humanity, humanities, humanism, etc.) the word “A %" was generated under some
influence of two Chinese words “A3” and “AJ&”, as a two-character word base.
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