SUMMARY

How does the Japanese believing of *‘spirit residing in an object”
influence upcycling in Japan?

MORI Yuka

Upcycling 1s one of the new methodologies for sustainable manufacturing. Unlike
conventional recycling, upcycling’s ultimate goal is to produce a product that is of higher grade
and value than the original product.

In recent years, upcycling was introduced to Japan and called upcycling in Japanese. However,
the understanding of the word upclcying is different between Japanese and Westerners. To
figure our where this difference come from, this study applied the concept of Animism to be a
possible motivation of upcycling. Animism is rooted in Japanese culture and people believes that
all the object has a spirit or a soul. Also, it is believed that this study could indicate a future
possibility of upcycling in Japan.
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