SUMMARY

A study on onomatopoeia in food manga from the perspective of
Manga Representation Theory

—Based on Tutiyama Sigeru’s “Gourmet Fighter!”as an example—
LIU Jintao

In contemporary Japan, there exists a kind of “food manga”, which is rooted in the human
appetite instinct and can arouse the reader’s realistic desire. It emerged about half a century
ago and has developed into one of the most popular genres to date. One of the reasons food
manga attract so many readers can be attributed to the highly developed representation of
food. In particular, there are unique onomatopoeia words in food manga, which contribute
greatly to the eating behavior of characters, the state and taste of food.

In this study, from the perspective of manga representation theory, the representative
work of food manga master Tutiyama Sigeru’s “Gourmet Fighter!”, an analysis is made to
clarify the characteristics and functions of onomatopoeia as a way of expression. In addition,
the relationship between onomatopoeia and work is analyzed by means of Mikhail Bakhtin’s
Carnival theory. As a conclusion, the free-spirited, carnivalesque onomatopoeia eliminate the
restrictions of time and movement in the works, and complement the emotional and non-visual
sensory information that is difficult to be expressed only by visual elements, and become an
indispensable element of expression when expressing the theme of revelry feast.
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