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A Reconsideration of
the Forgotten “\»"(I) Ceremonial Fire

OGURA Jun-ichi

Kyoto's Gozan no okuribi (Five great ceremonial bonfires) — involving fires burned on certain
mountains surrounding Kyoto, colloquially known as Daimonji-yaki — that occurs each year on the
night of August 16 is widely known throughout Japan. It once included ceremonies involving the
character for “\»", which a variety of documentation suggests occurred until the Meiji era on Mukai
Mountain in present-day Shizuichi, Ichihara-cho in north-eastern Kyoto. A quarter of a century ago this
author wrote a paper concerning its exact location and the reasons for its disappearance.

In August of 2018, a Kyoto University scholar proposed that the “\»" was performed on a
different mountain from the one previously thought. The validity of this proposition was highly
questionable, but immediately after its publication the idea was taken up by television and newspapers.
Subsequently, it was also widely disseminated on Wikipedia and other internet sites. In view of this, the
first half of this paper provides a detailed examination of the truth of this proposition, making it clear
that it is completely unfounded.

The paper's second half brings together my thoughts on the true location of the “\»" arrived at
in the course of investigating the site while conducting the above examination. This investigation was
carried out using GPS and sophisticated digital topographic information together with advanced
geographic information software, none of which were available a quarter century earlier for my
previous investigation. The results revealed the possibility of the existence of a different “\»”

performed below the more recent site in earlier times.
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