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Abstract

Naobumi Seimiya (1917-1991) was a woodblock print artist active in Tokyo during Ja-
pan’ s postwar era. It has been indicated by many scholars and critics that the originality
in Seimiya's art is in his unique printing techniques. There is no doubt that his dis-
tinctive ways of printing (the use of both letterpress plates and engraved plates, his var-
ious ways of rubbing in each edition, and especially his use of such printing techniques
as "hakeme" and "gomazuri") created what is characteristic of his art work. Previous
research on Seimiya rarely refers to the "change" of his use of techniques, something
that I noticed after inspecting his whole body of work. Also, his intentions and the
meaning of these shifts are not being connected to the themes of his work or the ap-
proach he took toward his art. In addition, there are very few evaluations of Seimiya's
art from the perspective of comparison.

This study, through a careful appraisal of Naobumi Seimiya’s work from era to era,
has these objectives: to examine the techniques that he used in creating his woodblock
prints; to place the shifts in technique within the continuum of his artistic career; to
consider the factors that brought about those shifts, in light of the motifs of those works
as they related to the circumstances of his life; and to elucidate the originality of
Seimiya’s work within the world of woodblock printmaking at that time.

The first chapter takes a look first at his father, who was also an artist, and then
Naobumi Seimiya himself against the background of the times they both lived in, with
an overview of woodblock printing during both historical periods. Then, through a de-
tailed observation of the whole body of his work over his entire lifetime, the shifts in his
expression are traced. His characteristic ways of printing were not necessarily ob-
served generally and evenly throughout his life. The major shifts in printing occurred in
1965 and 1983.

The second chapter is a detailed observation of his work from the beginning up to
1965, in order to illuminate the change in Seimiya’s printing technique in1965. The
uniqueness of Seimiya's work is then probed through a comparison with the main-stream
art work of the day.

The gomazuri technique emerged on the whole surface of his prints in between1965
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and 66. The adoption of gomazuri unavoidably brings uncertainty into the process of
printing. Seimiya believed he could create an ideal work by unifying himself with the
objection in a state of unconsciousness. He described this as "conscious unconscious-ness".
One can postulate that the artist adopted the use of gomazuri, an unpredictable printing
technique that produced irregular results, for this reason.

Chapter Three examines Seimiya's printing from 1966 on, noting the strong appear-
ance of hakeme in the work done in 1983. His work is again compared with the art work
of the day.

Much of the work Seimiya did in the 70's shows rather homogeneous printing. The
change in his printing was not a one-way transformation, which shows that his "print-
ing" was thus deeply related to the motifs in the work and to his approach toward his
art. At that time he was conscious of "darkness" related to the situation around him.
That homogeneous surface must have been intended to create that "darkness".

In 1983, the horizontal brush marks (hakeme) emerge strongly on the entire
surface of the work. Hakeme appears when printing with speed and brings in
improvisational factors in the process. Seimiya consciously chose to use hakeme in order
to make prints in an unscripted way. The object of making prints in an unscripted
fashion is to work in a state that bypasses conscious reason.

Seimiya felt it was essential to become more completely himself and to search for
his own expression away from the mainstream. And he found it in already existing and
familiar techniques which were viewed by some as failed and imperfect. Instead of
adopting a new technique , Seimiya's uniqueness and originality was in finding the pe-

culiar effects of the woodblock as a merit of the woodblock itself.
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